
Recipes, Board Games, and Experiments (Part I)
Instuctor: Yangchen Roy

NLN 101 Language & Writing Skills-2 (Week 5)

1 Kupa (tuna) Biryani and Koshimbir, and Photosynthesis
• Read the recipe for Kupa Biryani and Koshambir.

– Note down the verbs in whatever forms they are in.
– Do all the verbs have the same form? What is the form most verbs are in?
– What is common to the sentences with this verb form? How are these sentences different from those
without verbs in this form?

• Now watch the video that details the rules of the game of Photosynthesis.
– Write down the sentences that give instructions.
– Circle the verb/verbal part in these sentences.

Forms of verbs that are used to give instructions, make requests, and give advice are called
imperative forms of verbs. Imperative sentences are different from regular sentences. The sub-
jects of these sentences are in the Second Person i.e. they are the hearer/listener. This second
person subject can be dropped, which means one can leave it unpronounced. In fact, the subject
of an imperative sentence may even be obligatorily dropped in a language.

NOTE: Subjects are found on the left of the main verbal part of the sentence.
• Compare the verb forms of the instructions in the recipe and the instructions in the
board game.

2 The language of reporting experiments
Read the following texts that report the procedure of two language experiments. Note down
the form of the verb along with the subject of each clause. Now compare the predominant verb
form in these with that of the recipe and the board game instructions. Which of these, direct
instructions or reports of procedure, have overt “visible” subjects?
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https://thelocavore.in/2023/07/21/kupa-tuna-biryani-and-koshimbir/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?si=7vxPwWvyyWajo_rv&v=mbFeRj8XqLk&feature=youtu.be


Figure 1: Parisse (2008) Left-dislocated subjects: A construction typical of young French-speaking children. pp. 19

Figure 2: Parisse (2008) Left-dislocated subjects: A construction typical of young French-speaking children. pp. 20
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Figure 3: Chien and Wexler (1985) The development of lexical anaphors and pronouns
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